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With the related negotiations between the representatives of the government 
of China and the government of Japan being initiated successively, the issue over 
delimitation of the East China Sea between China and Japan has drawn more and 
more attention from domestic and foreign personages of all circles. Professor 
WANG Keju, a famous scholar on international law in China, elaborates the issue 
of the relevance of the Diaoyu Islands to the delimitation of the East China Sea. 
Several younger scholars discuss the basic theory regarding the continental shelf 
and the application of such theory. Besides, an English article by an authoritative 
scholar on the law of the sea, Erik Franckx, relating to maritime delimitation of the 
Caspian Sea (enclosed sea) is of high reference value. We hope readers will peruse 
it. 
The protection of underwater cultural heritage is being attached great 
importance in the international community at present. China, a State with an 
ancient civilization and abundant underwater cultural heritages, should do more 
research on the Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage 
adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
in 2001. The commentary on this Convention, co-authored by Professor ZHANG 
Xianglan and Mr. ZHU Qiang, provides a deep analysis of the Convention.
Addressing the concern for marine environment is always the direction toward 
which the Journal makes its efforts. The current Issue covers two articles, one on 
the legal problems of vessel-source pollution in the Taiwan Strait and the other on 
the international legal issue over the secret transportation of nuclear materials by 
sea. The latter is written by a WANG Xiaohui, a scholar of younger generation. 
Moreover, Vijay Sakhuj, a famous Indian scholar on the law of the sea and 
maritime policy, publishes an English article on the recycling of old-aged sea-going 
vessels and similar platforms on this Issue. All the articles are of high reference 
value.
Issues in connection with maritime law enforcement and maritime security 
have received increasing attention from various States in the recent years. The 
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current Issue includes several articles in this regard. The article by Professor 
ZHOU Zhonghai discusses the exercise the right of hot pursuit and the article, co-
authored by WANG Zhen and SHA Yunfei, two younger scholars, explores the 
enhancement of legislation on piracy in China. Besides, Doctor GONG Yingchun 
of China Foreign Affairs University, who has also studied in Japan for years, has 
her own view on the maritime policies of Japan. The current Issue contains her 
article relating to the impact of the non-traditional security factors on the maritime 
legal order, which recounts the research and policy direction of Japan.
Without doubt, the topics covered in the current Issue are diversified. 
The discussion on abolishment of the exemption of liability for fault in ship 
management in the nautical fault exemption system, the research on the ownership 
of uninhabited islands, and the review of the seabed politics and international law 
are all splendid and deep. Their wordings are fluent and admirable.
The translated version of the Japanese Fisheries Association Law is of 
significant value to China, as China urgently needs to develop its pelagic fishing 
industry soundly. However, we have to publish the translation in several issues 
due to its length. We sincerely ask for forgiveness from the readers for any 
inconvenience caused therefrom.
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